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1.

1.1

1.1.1

1.1.2

1.2

1.2.1

Introduction

Overview

This draftfinal Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by National
Grid Electricity Transmission plc (referred to as National Grid within this document)
and Essex County Council (ECC). It identifies areas of the Norwich to Tilbury
Development Consent Order (DCO) application (the Application) where matters are

agreedAgreed, Under Discussion or retagreedNot Agreed between the parties.

This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are relevant
to ECC. The applicable matters considered within this SoCG apply to ECC’s statutory
remit. The following bullet points present the topics included in this SoCG (they are
also presented in Section 3):

e Project development, description and design
e Ecology and Biodiversity

e Green Infrastructure

e Contaminated Land, Geology and Hydrogeology
e Health and Wellbeing

e Historic Environment

e Hydrology, Land Drainage and Flood Risk

e Landscape and Visual

e Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

e Traffic and Transport

e Public Rights of Way (PRoW)

e Cumulative Effects

e Development Consent Order

o Other Matters

Summary of matters Under Discussion

As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’
summary of matters which are Under Discussion, together with a deadline by which
such matters are expected to be resolved.

National Grid | Juneduly 2026 {l Norwich to Tilbury 1
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Docusign Envelope ID: 79E685C1-B960-8B22-82B0-180EB6BC22CC

1.3 Project Description

1.3.1 The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission
system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately
180 km overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via
Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation
and a new Tilbury North Substation, including:

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately
509 pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height)
or low height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of
which would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable
Sealing End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)

Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the
overhead lines to the underground cables

Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a
substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation

A new 400 kV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air
Insulated Switchgear (AlS) substation

A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to
as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed
to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation.

Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

1.3.2 In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to
facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for
environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

1.3.3 As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily
for construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary
construction access.

1.34 The Project will be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with applicable
health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design safety
standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS), which sets
out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National Electricity
Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid policies and
processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met when
designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed for the Project.
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1.4 Format and Structure of this Document

1.4.1 This SoCG is structured as follows:

e Section 2 provides a summary of the key engagement undertaken to date
with ECC

e Section 3 summarises the key matters and captures the status of each
issue / matter

e Section 0 includes the sign off sheet
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2. Record of Key Engagement

2.1 Introduction

2.1.1 National Grid has engaged with ECC on the Project throughout the pre-application
process. This has included:

e Non-statutory consultation in Spring 2022 and Summer 2023

e Statutory consultation in Spring 2024

e Targeted Consultations in Spring 2025

e Regular meetings with lead officers about the Project as a whole

e Regular ‘Thematic Group’ meetings bringing together host authorities to discuss
specific topics

e One to one / small group technical meetings on specific detailed matters
e Sharing of papers and documentation at key stages

21.2 Further details on National Grid's engagement with stakeholders is provided in the
Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement.

2.2 Summary of Key Engagement

2.2.1 Table 2.1 provides an overview of the key engagement that has taken place between
National Grid and ECC. Further details of ECC’s engagement with National Grid,
including on the SoCG, is provided in ECC’s Local Impact Report (“LIR”)_[REP1-
161] at section 1.3.

Table 2.1 Summary of Key Engagement between National Grid and Essex County Council

Date Format Topic/Description

General

April 2022 - Meeting Monthly informal catch-up calls.

Ongoing

September 2022 Meeting All host authority workshop.

October 2022 Site visit T-pylon site visit with case officers.

November 2022 Meeting Briefings on issued response to questions from
OffSET with all host authorities.

November 2022 Meeting All host authority workshop.

January 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

February 2023 Meeting Pre-consultation session with all host authorities.

National Grid | Juneduly 2026 {l Norwich to Tilbury 28
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Date Format Topic/Description
March 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
May 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
June 2023 Meeting Non-statutory consultation preferred alignment
briefing to all host authorities.
July 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
July 2023 Meeting Dunton Hills Garden Village discussion.
September 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
November 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
December 2023 Meeting Dunton Hills Garden Village discussion.
December 2023 Email National Grid issued the draft Statement of
Correspondence = Community Consultation (SoCC) to all host
authorities for comment.
January 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.
February 2024 Meeting Statutory consultation preferred alignment briefing to
all host authorities.
February 2024 Meeting East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) access
proposals meeting.
March 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.
March 2024 Email National Grid issued the SoCC to all host authorities
Correspondence  for statutory consultation.
May 2024 Meeting ECC Minerals Plan discussion.
May 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.
May 2024 Meeting EACN discussion.
September 2024 Email National Grid issued the draft Outline Code of
Correspondence  Construction Practice (CoCP) to all host authorities
for comment.
October 2024 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on draft versions of the Outline
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan
(LEMP) and Outline CoCP.
November 2024 Meeting Meeting to discuss approach to targeted
consultations
January 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update
January 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
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Date Format Topic/Description
January 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
from the second iteration of the Outline CoCP and
Outline LEMP
January 2025 Email National Grid issued the second iteration of the draft
Correspondence  Outline CoCP
January 2025 Email National Grid issued the draft Statement of Common
Correspondence  Ground (SoCG)
March 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss the second iteration of the_Outline
COCP and Outline LEMP
March 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
May 2025 Email National Grid issued an updated iteration of the draft
Correspondence  CoCP
May 2025 Email National Grid issued a new appendix to the draft
Correspondence  Outline CoCP - Appendix H, Draft Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Strategy
May 2025 Email National Grid issued the Long List of Other
Correspondence  Developments
May 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss targeted consultation feedback
May 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss duty to further the purposes of the
National Landscape
May 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
June 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss access arrangements around
Dunton Hills Garden Village
June 2025 Email National Grid issued draft DCO, explanatory
Correspondence  memorandum and draft requirements
July 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
August 2025 Email National Grid issued draft Heads of Terms for
Correspondence  Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and off-site tree
provision
August 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update
September 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
November 2025 Email ECC shared their relevant representations with
National Grid following submission to PINS.
November 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
December 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss Statement of Common Ground
December 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss change application
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January 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop

February 2026 Meeting Meeting to progress Statement of Common Ground

March 2026 Email Email to agree approach for Statement of Common
Ground Deadline 4 submission

March 2026 Meeting Meeting to confirm approach for Statement of
Common Ground for deadline 4 submission

March 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Dunton Hills Garden Village

March 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop

April 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Statement of Common
Ground and associated summary tables.

May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Statement of Common
Ground following Deadline 4.

June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground

July 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common

Ground

Ecology and Biodiversity

July 2022

July 2022

September 2023

January 2024
March 2024

May 2024

May 2024

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting
Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

National Grid shared the Biodiversity Assessment
Methodology and Arboriculture Assessment
Methodology for review ahead of the Thematic Group
meeting.

Ecology and Biodiversity Thematic Group meeting -
National Grid presented on the Biodiversity
Assessment Methodology and Arboriculture
Assessment Methodology and sought feedback from
ECC and other authorities.

National Grid discussed the potential off-site
schemel/initiatives for BNG.

Meeting to discuss the BNG initiative.

Biodiversity Thematic Group to discuss the
methodology and scope of ecology surveys outside
the remit of Natural England.

National Grid issued a technical note to all host
authorities outlining survey methods and the scope of
surveys for species outside the remit of Natural
England for agreement / comment.

Optional Thematic Group call.
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September 2024 Email National Grid shared the Outline Landscape and
Correspondence  Ecological Management Plan (oLEMP)

October 2024 Meeting National Grid hosted a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on draft versions of the Outline
LEMP and CoCP.

January 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on proposed mitigation for species
outside the remit of Natural England

January 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
received on the draft Biodiversity Net Gain Report

January 2025 Email National Grid shared the second iteration of the

Correspondence  Outline Landscape and Ecological Management Plan
(oLEMP)
January 2025 Email National Grid issued a technical note to all host
Correspondence  authorities outlining the protected species proposed
mitigation measures for agreement/comment
January 2025 Email National Grid issued the Biodiversity Net Gain
Correspondence  Assessment Strategy
March 2025 Email National Grid issued the draft Arboriculture Impact
Correspondence  Assessment (AlA)

April 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss comments from stakeholders on
second iteration of proposed mitigation for species
outside the remit of Natural England.

May 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss the updated Proposed Protected
Species Mitigation document

May 2025 Email National Grid issued an updated iteration of the draft

Correspondence  Outline Landscape and Ecological Management Plan
(oLEMP)
May 2025 Email National Grid shared a new appendix to the Outline
Correspondence  Landscape and Ecological Management Plan
(oLEMP) — Appendix D, Outline Landscape
Proposals

September 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the ecology section of the Environmental
Statement (ECC covering Essex South)

September 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the ecology section of the Environmental
Statement (ECC covering Essex North)

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss Statement of Common Ground

with ECC
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May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground with Essex Place Services.

May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss draft bat licences with Essex
Place Services.

June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss draft bat licences, ECoW and
BNG with Essex Place Services.

June 2026 Technical Note The Applicant issued a Technical Note to outline and

seek agreement on the text to be added to the
Outline LEMP at Deadline 6 regarding the details for
provision of Bat Roost resource compensation.

Contaminated Land, Geology and Hydrogeology

August 2022

September 2023

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

National Grid issued a draft Geology and
Hydrogeology Assessment Methodology to all host
authorities.

National Grid issued a draft Geology and
Hydrogeology Assessment Methodology to the Lead
Local Flood Authorities (LLFA).

Health and Wellbeing (including Air Quality and Noise and Vibration)

September 2022

September 2022

September 2022

July 2023

September 2023

September 2024

October 2024
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Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Technical Note

Technical Note

Meeting

Technical note

National Grid issued the Health and Wellbeing
Assessment Methodology to all host authorities.

National Grid issued the proposed methodology and
scope of the Noise and Vibration assessment for
review and comment.

National Grid issued the proposed methodology and
scope of the Air Quality assessment for review and
comment.

National Grid issued a technical note to
Environmental Health Officers (EHOs) to agree the
approach to the operational noise impact
assessment of the proposed EACN Substation.

National Grid issued a Health and Wellbeing
technical note on the proposed approach to the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), including
guidance, study area, scope, and assessment
methodology.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss and agree
the proposed assessment scope and methodology
for the Health and Wellbeing chapter of the ES.

National Grid issued a refreshed Health and
Wellbeing technical note on the proposed approach
to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA),
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Date Format Topic/Description
including guidance, study area, scope, and
assessment methodology.

October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the Health and Wellbeing section of the
Environmental Statement.

April 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground.

June 2026 Technical Note Technical note shared which summarises the

mitigation within the Outline CoCP relevant to Health
and Wellbein

Historic Environment

July 2022

July 2022

September 2022

January 2023

February 2023

June 2023

September 2023

November 2023

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

National Grid issued a document detailing the scope
and methodology for the Historic Environment
assessment and baseline to all host authorities and
Historic England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group to discuss the
proposed approach for the EIA assessment.

National Grid presented an updated approach to
defining study areas, scoping of walkover and
scoping of historic buildings to consider in the
assessment, in response to feedback received.

National Grid issued the plans showing the proposed
viewpoint locations for landscape and heritage ahead
of the Thematic Group meeting in February 2023 to
all host authorities.

National Grid held a meeting with all host authorities
to discuss landscape and heritage viewpoints.

National Grid issued a technical note to Historic
England and host authorities (including Essex
County Council) to agree methodology for the
selection of viewpoints for the Historic Environment
assessment.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss the proposed heritage viewpoint
methodology with all host authorities and Historic
England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss the proposed locations of heritage viewpoints
with host authorities and Historic England. Feedback
was received from stakeholders regarding proposed
viewpoints and additional viewpoints were proposed.
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Date Format Topic/Description
November 2023 Meeting Meeting with archaeological advisors to discuss the
approach to geophysical survey and trial trenching.
November 2023 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss proposed locations of heritage viewpoints
with all host authorities and Historic England.
Viewpoint locations shared in PDF and shapefile.
January 2024 Email National Grid shared the updated viewpoints
Correspondence  (including ZTV) for feedback from all host authorities,
Natural England and Historic England.
March 2024 Technical Note National Grid shared the Historic Environment Desk-
Based Assessment for review and comment.
March 2024 Technical Note National Grid shared the updated Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) for Geophysical Surveys with the
Archaeology Working Group Members.
May 2024 Meeting Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group call.
May 2024 Technical Note National Grid shared the WSI for Monitoring GI works
under archaeological supervision with Archaeology
Working Group Members for review and approval.
June 2024 Technical Note National Grid shared the overarching WSI for the
Archaeological Trial Trenching with the Archaeology
Working Group Members for review and approval.
June 2024 Technical Note National Grid shared the Site Specific WSI for the
EACN (Site 001) with the Archaeology Working
Group Members (including Essex County Council) for
information.
June 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
August 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
September 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
October 2024 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group Meeting.
October 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
October 2024 Email National Grid shared the Setting survey locations
Correspondence  with stakeholders
November 2024 Meeting Technical focus meeting to discuss the ongoing
archaeology work on site.
December 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
December 2024 Email National Grid re-issued the overarching Written
Correspondence  Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for Archaeological

Trial Trenching
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Date Format Topic/Description
January 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
February 2025 Email National Grid issued Historic Environment (HE)
Correspondence  Viewpoints information
February 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
February 2025 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group Meeting
regarding Historic Environment Viewpoints
February 2025 Email National Grid issued a draft Historic Baseline Report
Correspondence  including Annex C and Annex D for
agreement/comment
February 2025 Email Meeting to discuss draft Heritage Baseline Report
Correspondence
March 2025 Email National Grid issued updated Historic Environment
Correspondence  Viewpoints information
March 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
April 2025 Email National Grid issued the Draft Outline Mitigation
Correspondence  Strategy and draft Outline Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) for post-consent stage of the
project
April 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
May 2025 Meeting Technical focus meeting to discuss ongoing
archaeology work on site
May 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
June 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
June 2025 Email National Grid shared additional trench plans for Site
Correspondence 009, Areas 26 and 34
June 2025 Email National Grid shared updated trench plans for Site
Correspondence 009, areas 26 and 34
June 2025 Email National Grid share an Archaeological fieldwork
Correspondence  summary for comment.
July 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
August 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
August 2025 Email National Grid shared SSWSiIs - Sites 011, 012, 013,
Correspondence 014 and 015
September 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting
August 2025 Email National Grid shared SSWSiIs - Sites 011 and 12
Correspondence
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September 2025 Email National Grid shared updated SSWSIs sites 11 & 12
Correspondence

October 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the heritage section of the Environmental
Statement (Covering Essex North)

October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the heritage section of the Environmental
Statement (Covering Essex South and Thurrock)

October 2025 Email National Grid shared the Trial Trench Plans for
review and approval for site 009.011, and 15

November 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

November 2025 Email National Grid shapefile for the phase 2 survey along
with the priority area survey

December 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

December 2025 Email National Grid shared the WSI for the Phase 2
geophysical survey

January 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the heritage aspects of the
Statement of Common Ground.

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss matters relating to built heritage in
the Statement of Common Ground

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss matters relating to Archaeology in
the Statements of Common Ground being covered
by EPS.

February 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

February 2026 Meeting National Grid shared the Supplementary
Environmental Information submitted to PINS on the
geophysical survey and archaeological trial trenching
completed to date with the Archaeology Working
Group Stakeholders.

April 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

April 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss mitigation areas for trial trenching.

May 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Outline AMS and OWSI for

further comment.
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May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Geoarchaeological
Monitoring of GI WSI for comment.

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with EPS Archaeology to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground.

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with EPS Built Heritage to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground.

June 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group

July 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group

July 2026 Email Updated draft of Geoarchaeological monitoring of Gl

WSI shared.

Hydrology, Land Drainage and Flood Risk

June 2022

July 2022

May 2023

March 2024

September 2024

October 2024

October 2024

January 2025

January 2025

March 2025

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

Technical Note

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

National Grid circulated the draft Hydrology and Land
Drainage Assessment Methodology for review and
discussion ahead of the Hydrology and Land
Drainage Thematic Group.

National Grid presented the EIA approach at the
Hydrology and Land Drainage Thematic Group to the
Environment Agency and all host authorities.

National Grid issued a technical note for comment,
which set out the approach to preparing the Flood
Risk Assessment (FRA).

National Grid issued the Flood Risk Assessment
Screening Report for comment.

National Grid issued the Works In, Over and Under
Watercourses Technical Note and the Surface Water
Management Principles Technical Note.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on the principles for surface water
drainage design for above ground infrastructure and
watercourse crossing designs for the Project.

Hydrology and Land Drainage Thematic Group
Meeting

National Grid issued the Draft FRA for
agreement/comment

National Grid held a meeting to discuss comments
raised from the draft FRA

National Grid issued Draft FRA for
agreement/comment.
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April 2026 Meeting Joint meeting with SCC and Thurrock LLFA to
discuss the Drainage Strategy

June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the matters under discussion
within the Statement of Common Ground

July 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the matters under discussion

within the Statement of Common Ground

Landscape and Visual

July 2022

January 2023

February 2023

April 2023

May 2023

May 2023 — March
2024

August 2023

January 2024

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

Landscape and Visual Thematic Group Meeting.
National Grid shared the Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) Methodology and
Arboricultural Assessment Methodology for review.

National Grid issued plans showing proposed
viewpoint locations for review and comment to all
host authorities.

National Grid held a Landscape and Visual Thematic
Group Meeting to discuss proposed viewpoint
locations in Essex. National Grid sought agreement
on the viewpoint locations to include in the
Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)
and the ES. ECC provided feedback on the
viewpoints at the meeting and in subsequent
correspondence.

National Grid held a meeting to discuss stakeholder’s
feedback on EIA viewpoints previously shared.

National Grid presented and discussed the
responses to the feedback on the viewpoint locations
received from the February meeting. Stakeholders
provided feedback on updated and additional
viewpoint locations at the meeting and in subsequent
correspondence.

National Grid shared information, responded to
further feedback on viewpoint locations received from
the May 2023 meeting, and reviewed subsequent
feedback received up to March 2024 with the aim to
agree viewpoint locations for the PEIR and ES
(based on the information available at this date).

National Grid issued wirelines and photomontages
and proposed the approach to Zone of Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV) mapping for comment.

National Grid shared the updated landscape
viewpoints (and the ZTV) and sought feedback from
all host authorities.
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Date Format Topic/Description
May 2024 Meeting Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group call.
May 2024 Meeting EACN (Statutory Consultation) Thematic Group
Meeting.
September 2024 Email National Grid shared the Draft Landscape and Visual
Correspondence  Methodology, Proposed LVIA Viewpoints (excel
spreadsheet) and Proposed LVIA Viewpoints (map)
ahead of the Landscape Thematic Group Meeting.
September 2024 Meeting National Grid held a Landscape Thematic Group
Meeting to find agreement on the LVIA methodology
and the format/presentation of photomontages and/or
wirelines which will form part of the DCO application.
September 2024 Email National Grid shared the shapefiles for the landscape
Correspondence  viewpoints and order limits with ECC and other
stakeholders following the Landscape Thematic
Group Meeting.
September 2024 Email National Grid shared the draft Outline LEMP and
Correspondence  Sample Mitigation Drawings ahead of the draft
Outline LEMP and Outline CoCP discussion.
September 2024 Meeting Landscape and Visual Thematic Group Meeting —
LVIA Viewpoints within Essex North
October 2024 Meeting National Grid held a focus meeting to discuss the
National Landscape.
October 2024 Email National Grid shared the Draft mitigation drawings
Correspondence  with stakeholders
October 2024 Email National Grid shared the National landscape setting
Correspondence  study with stakeholders
October 2024 Email National Grid shared updated viewpoint information
Correspondence  data following from the landscape thematic
workshops
December 2024 Meeting Meeting to agree photography locations and
photomontages for the ES
March 2025 Email National Grid issued an update on LVIA Viewpoints
Correspondence  and Methodology
October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the Landscape section of the Environmental
Statement (covering Essex South)
October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback

on the Landscape section of the Environmental
Statement (covering Essex North)
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October 2025 Meeting Follow up optional thematic group meeting to discuss
feedback on the Landscape section of the
Environmental Statement (covering Essex North)

January 2026 Meeting Joint meeting attended by LPA’s who are
represented by EPS for Landscape to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground.

March 2026 E-mail National Grid sent an e-mail to seek further

Correspondence  clarification and detail in relation to the requests for
additional landscape and visual measures in ECC’s
Local Impact Report.

May 2026 Meeting Meeting with Essex Place Services representing
ECC on the Statement of Common Ground.

May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss and understand additional
landscape and visual measures requested in Essex
and justification

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with ECC to discuss Action Point 27 from
ISH2 and landscape and visual compensation
opportunities

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with Essex Place Services representing
ECC on the Statement of Common Ground.

June 2026 Meeting Follow up meeting with ECC to discuss Action Point
27 from ISH2 and landscape and visual
compensation opportunities

July 2026 Meeting Follow up meeting with ECC to discuss landscape

and visual compensation opportunities and draft
Article wording

Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

July 2022

July 2022

June 2023

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Technical Note

National Grid issued the assessment methodology to
stakeholders for review ahead of the Thematic Group
Meeting in July 2022.

National Grid held a Socio-economic, Recreation and
Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to seek feedback
on the proposed approach to the Socio-economics,
Recreation and Tourism assessment prior to formal
submission of the Scoping Report to the Planning
Inspectorate. This meeting was attended by several
stakeholders, including ECC.

National Grid issued a Technical Note setting out the
study area and methodology for assessing
businesses where visual impacts are a potential
operational consideration, and Public Right of Way
(PRoW) during construction and operation.
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Topic/Description

August 2023

April 2024

September 2024

September 2024

November 2024

March 2025

September 2025

March 2025

June 2026

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Technical Note

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Email

Meeting

National Grid held a Socio-economic, Recreation and
Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to discuss the
study area and methodology for assessing
businesses.

National Grid shared an updated technical note with
all host authorities to demonstrate how their
feedback had been considered in developing

the PEIR.

Meeting to discuss and agree the Scope and
Methodology for the updated Socio-economics,
Recreation and Tourism Technical note on the ES
Chapter.

National Grid shared the Socio-economic, Recreation
and Tourism technical note with stakeholders.

National Grid held a follow up meeting to discuss and
agree the Scope and Methodology for the updated
Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism Technical
note on the ES Chapter.

National Grid issued the third Technical Note for
Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism.

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the Socio Economics, Recreation and Tourism
section of the Environmental Statement (Covering
Essex South)

The Applicant shared a 3™ Technical note to agree
the study area and assessment criteria for comment.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground

Traffic and Transport

June 2022

July 2022

September 2022

December 2022

Technical Note

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

National Grid issued a Technical Note setting out the
proposed Traffic and Transport assessment
methodology.

National Grid held the Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting to discuss the proposed
EIA methodology for the Traffic and Transport
assessment.

National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting

National Grid held a Transport Working Group to
discuss the assessment of routes for construction
traffic.
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Format

Topic/Description

June 2023

August 2023

August 2023

September 2023

November 2023

November 2023
January 2024

March 2024

April 2024

June 2024

June 2024

July 2024

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting
Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

National Grid held a meeting to discuss the EACN
Substation access arrangements with ECC and
National Highways.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group to
discuss the highways assessment and methodology,
survey requirements, road safety audit requirements
and trip regeneration methodology.

Meeting discussing link sensitivity, traffic counts,
Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AlLs), and data and
underlying assumptions behind traffic and workforce
calculations.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
meeting with the Local Highways Authorities
(including ECC).

National Grid held a PRoW Thematic Group Meeting.

National Grid discussed the Draft Outline
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) at the
Transport Working Group.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting to discuss project updates and
reviews of work to date, the transport assessment in
the PEIR and primary access routes.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Meeting to discuss updates to the transport
assessment, multi-modal transport considerations
and AIL routing with the local highways authorities.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting to discuss statutory consultation,
sensitive junctions, AlL routing, updates on the multi-
modal report and road safety audit process, speed
surveys, and visibility splays, mitigation and traffic
management.

Meeting to discuss EACN and interaction with North
Falls and Five Estuaries wind farm projects, and the
proposed Norwich to Tilbury EACN permanent
access between Bentley Road and Ardleigh road that
would be required.

Proposed Abnormal Indivisible Load (AIL) Routes
issued for comment.
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Format

Topic/Description

July 2024

August 2024

September 2024

October 2024

October 2024

October 2024

December 2024

January 2025

February 2025

February 2025

February 2025

Email
Correspondence

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Meeting

Email
Correspondence

Email
Correspondence

ECC 2024 statutory consultation response received.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group LHA
engagement meeting with ECC. Highway mitigation
on PARS from 2024 statutory consultation were
presented.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Meeting with ECC and National Highways to discuss
AIL routes. Overview of AlIL vehicles provided.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting. All affected LHAs were in
attendance. Highways Mitigation Design, schedules
of works and proposed structure of CWTP were
discussed. Confirmation given that ProW surveys
and crossover bellmouth RSAs had been
scheduled in.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting. All affected LHAs were in
attendance. Topics discussed included AlLs,
highway mitigation design, transport planning and
multi-modal report.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional Meeting. General structure and content of
TA was presented and an overview provided of the
initial capacity assessment methodology.

National Grid held a LHA Engagement Meeting to
discuss potential changes following S42 statutory
consultation, visibility splays and traffic management
methodology, access for existing utilities and AlLs.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Meeting. Presented work in progress draft of
Transport Assessment. Ran through methodology of
junction sifting process, junction assessment
methodology and cumulative assessment.

National Grid held a Transport Working Group
Regional. Presented examples of the likely
environmental mitigation measures for junctions and
Primary Access Routes predominately where WCH
Amenity raised.

National Grid issued the Mitigation and Junction RAG
Strategy.

National Grid issued the Draft Transport Assessment
and Figures.
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February 2025 Email National Grid issued AlL Structures Register for ECC
Correspondence  review and feedback.

March 2025 Meeting Meeting to run through TA report and comments
provided by ECC on their initial review.

March 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Highway Mitigation Workshop
with National Highways to discuss the A12 and A120
junctions in Essex.

March 2025 Email ECC structural feedback for proposed AlL routes

Correspondence  received (partial).
March 2025 Email National Grid requested further structural feedback
Correspondence  for proposed AlL routes.

April 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss the AIL
process and report with ECC, Essex and Suffolk
police.

April 2025 Email National Grid issued updated information pack for

Correspondence  proposed AlL routes.

April 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Traffic and Transport Working
Group Meeting. Section 42 targeted consultations
closed. Latest updates given relating to engagement
on AILS, PROWS and highways modelling.

April 2025 Email ECC structural feedback for proposed AlL routes

Correspondence  received (partial, but main piece of feedback
received, i.e. AlL structures register issued to ECC in
Feb 2025 was returned with comments)

April 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid

Correspondence  and ECC relating to AlL routes/structures; high-level
feedback received from ECC, ECC advising of the
process to obtain structural records, requests for
structural records by National Grid

May 2025 Email ECC structural feedback for proposed AlL routes

Correspondence  received (partial).

June 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with ECC. The proposed Statement of Common
Ground and principals for Traffic Regulation Orders
were discussed.

June 2025 Meeting National Grid held a workshop to discuss the
methodology utilised to produce the construction trip
generation with ECC.

June 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid

Correspondence  and ECC relating to AlL routes/structures; requests
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for structural record information by National Grid,
structural record information shared by ECC (partial).
July 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid
Correspondence  and ECC relating to AlL routes/structures; requests
for structural record information by National Grid,
structural record information shared by ECC (partial).
August 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid
Correspondence  and ECC relating to AlL routes/structures; requests
for structural record information by National Grid,
structural record information shared by ECC (partial).
August 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting with Essex County Council.
August 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with Essex County Council present. Progress with
Road Safety Audits, Traffic Modelling and DCO
Documentation were discussed.
September 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid
Correspondence  and ECC relating to AlL routes/structures; requests
for structural record information by National Grid,
structural record information shared by ECC (partial).
October 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Local Highway Authority
Thematic Group Meeting with Essex County Council.
October 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Regional Stakeholder Meeting
with Essex County Council present. Progress with
Road Safety Audits, Traffic Modelling and DCO
Documentation were discussed.
October 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid
Correspondence  and ECC relating to AlL routes/structures; requests
for structural record information by National Grid,
structural record information shared by ECC (partial).
October 2025 Email National Grid issued structural reviews to ECC for
Correspondence  comments and technical approval.
November 2025 Email ECC comments on structural reviews (issued
Correspondence  October 2025) received.
November 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid
Correspondence  and ECC relating to technical approval/sign-off of
structural reviews for structures along proposed AlL
routes.
November 2025 Meeting National Grid held a meeting to discuss Essex

County Council’'s comments on Road Safety Audits
and Highway Mitigation.
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Date Format Topic/Description

November 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss feedback
on the Traffic, Transport and ProW sections of the
Environmental Statement.

December 2025 Meeting National Grid held a Traffic and Transport Working
Group Meeting.

December 2025 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid

Correspondence  and ECC relating to technical approval/sign-off of
structural reviews for structures along proposed AlL
routes.

January 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Essex County
Council to discuss the informal consultation
comments provided by ECC.

January 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Essex County
Council to discuss Statements of Common Ground
and to review their updated comments.

January 2026 Email National Grid issued an Approval in Principle (AlIP)

Correspondence  for ECC review and sign-off for assessment of a
structure along proposed AlL routes.

January 2026 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid

Correspondence  and ECC relating to technical approval/sign-off of
structural reviews for structures along proposed AlL
routes.

February 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Essex County
Council to discuss ECC’s feedback on the Ardleigh
Road RSA matters, in particular speed limit changes.

February 2026 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid

Correspondence  and ECC relating to technical approval/sign-off of
structural reviews for structures along proposed AlL
routes.

February 2026 Email National Grid issued an AIP for ECC review and

Correspondence  sign-off for assessment of a structure along proposed
AlIL routes.
February 2026 Email Various emails exchanged between National Grid
Correspondence  and ECC relating to technical approval/sign-off of
structural reviews for structures along proposed AlL
routes.

March 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with Essex County
Council to discuss the TRO approach for Norwich to
Tilbury.

March 2026 Email National Grid issued an AIP for ECC review and

Correspondence  sign-off for assessment of a structure along proposed

AIL routes.
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Date Format Topic/Description
March 2026 Email National Grid requested structural record information
Correspondence  for some structures along proposed AlL routes.
March 2026 Email ECC structural record information received (partial).
Correspondence
April 2026 Email ECC structural record information received (partial).
Correspondence
May 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with ECC to discuss
Statements of Common Ground and to review their
updated comments.
July 2026 Meeting National Grid held a series of meetings with ECC to
discuss Statements of Common Ground and to
review their final comments for Deadline 7.
July 2026 Meeting National Grid held a meeting with ECC to discuss the

PRoW Management Plan and the associated
Statements of Common Ground items.
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3. Matters Agreed, Not Agreed or Under
Discussion

3.1 Overview

3.1.1 This chapter details the matters relevant to ECC which have been agreed;-hot
agreedAgreed, Not Agreed or are Under Discussion between the parties. Matters are
arranged by topic (using broad headings, or EIA chapter headings where
appropriate) and each matter is given a unique reference number to aid identification.

3.1.2 The red, amber, green status shows the level of agreement with ECC. Descriptions of
the different levels are summarised in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1 Agreement status for matters presented in Section 3

Status Description
Indicates a final position, where it has not been possible to resolve the issue
to the agreement of both parties and there remains a difference of opinion.
Under Indicates where issues are the subject of active on-going discussion.
Discussion
Agreed Indicates where an issue has been agreed or resolved satisfactorily to the

agreement of both parties.

3.1.3 Engagement will continue as the Project develops and progresses through the
various stages of the DCO process, including through detailed design.

3.14 Table 3.2 to Table 3.15 provides the matters agreed;notagreedAgreed, Not Agreed
or Under Discussion in relation to the various topics.
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Docusign Envelope ID: 79E685C1-B960-8B22-82B0-180EB6BC22CC

4. S5-Confirmation of Agreement

Signed for and on behalf of National Grid:

Date:

21/07/2026

Date:

21/07/2026

National Grid | JuneJuly 2026 {| Norwich to Tilbury 418



Docusign Envelope ID: 79E685C1-B960-8B22-82B0-180EB6BC22CC

Abbreviations

Abbreviation

Full Reference

AIL
AIS
AOD
AONB
BNG
CoCP
CSE
CTMP
DCO
EACN
ECC
EHO
EIA
ES
Gl
GW
LLFA
LVIA
MIIA
MRA
NCR
NETS
NPSs
PARs
PEIR
PRoW
SoCG
SoCC
SPZ
WFD
WIIA
WSI
Zol
ZTV

Abnormal Indivisible Loads

Air Insulated Switchgear

Above Ordnance Datum

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Biodiversity Net Gain

Code of Construction Practice

Cable Sealing End

Construction Traffic Management Plan
Development Consent Order

East Anglia Connection Node

Essex County Council

Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Impact Assessment
Environmental Statement

Ground Investigation

Gigawatt

Lead Local Flood Authority

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Mineral Infrastructure Impact Assessment
Minerals Resource Assessment

National Cycle Route

National Electricity Transmission System
National Policy Statements

Primary Access Routes

Preliminary Environmental Information Report

Public Right of Way

Statement of Common Ground
Statement of Community Consultation
Source Protection Zone

Water Framework Directive

Waste Infrastructure Impact Assessment
Written Scheme of Investigation

Zone of Influence

Zone of Theoretical Visibility

National Grid | Juneduly 2026 {l Norwich to Tilbury

419



Docusign Envelope ID: 79E685C1-B960-8B22-82B0-180EB6BC22CC

National Grid plc

National Grid House,

Warwick Technology Park,
Gallows Hill, Warwick.

CV34 6DA United Kingdom
Registered in England and Wales
No. 4031152

nationalgrid.com
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